A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Scotland, Alexander III, died of a fall from his horse. He was
the last descendant in the regular and direct male line of the
family which had made itself the royal head of the Scottish
people. He left a baby granddaughter, Margaret, the daughter
of his own daughter Margaret, who had married the King of
Norway. This baby heiress, known as the Maid of Norway,
was sent over as the acknowledged Queen of Scotland. Edward
had at first planned to contract a promise of marriage between
this child and his own son, and thus to unite the two crowns;
but the little girl died of the voyage, and the Scottish succession
lay open.
There were two main claimants to that succession, both of
them inheriting through women and both of them only distantly
cousin to the royal line. One was John Balliol, an English
baron, who inherited through two women—his mother and his
grandmother. His mother, Devorguila, was the daughter of
Margaret, the eldest daughter of Prince David of Scotland, the
brother of William the Lion. William the Lion, King of
Scotland, had been the grandfather of Alexander III, just dead,
so that Devorguila was the second cousin of Alexander III,
and John Balliol only the third cousin of the little Maid of
Norway. However, if female descent were allowed, he came
next in succession, and by all the feudal rules of inheritance
was the rightful heir.
The other candidate, Robert Bruce, was the son of David's
younger daughter, Isabella.
These two claims were duly laid before Edward, whose
feudal court decided (as it could only decide) for the rightful
claim of John Balliol. The Pope, however, refused to interfere
or to decide. This decision of Edward's court in favour of
John Balliol was given on November 6, 1292. Edward then
handed over to John Balliol the Scottish castles with their
garrisons, and received his fealty, Balliol doing formal homage
at Newcastle.
Edward thus left Scotland under an independent sovereign,
with only the feudal bond between it and himself; but fltere
is no doubt that Scottish national sentiment disapproved of
Edward's interference even in this general fashion, and John
BaHjol himself yielded to that sentiment. In the third year
after tiie settlement, in 1295, when Edward was entangled in a
quarrel wiiJi the King of France, John Balliol allied himself
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